Introduction
W. Baird (1860) was the first researcher who wrote a paper on the Cladocera (Crustacea: Branchiopoda) from India, describing Daphnia newporti Baird, 1860 (Anomopoda: Daphniidae). In the few decades that followed, the Indian Cladocera fauna remained largely a mystery to most of the "classical" zooplankton researchers that were active during the time (from the end of the 19 th century to the beginning of the 20 th century), such as G.O. Sars. As one of the few, Gurney (1906 Gurney ( , 1907 published two papers on Indian Cladocera, with the description of two taxa among which Daphnia fusca Gurney, 1906, a peculiar high-altitude species of which the type locality now lies in Pakistan (Michael & Sharma B.K. 1988) . The little attention that India received in this period, is in sheer contrast to several other tropical territories (Daday 1908) in the Neotropics, like Brazil (Sars 1901) or in the Oriental Region, where even the adjacent island Sri Lanka, at that time known as Ceylon, was studied more intensively (Daday 1898).
